
 

 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

Resolved at the Parish Council Meeting on 6th July 2021 
 
1.Members  
Three to five Parish Councillors appointed annually at the Annual Council Meeting.  The Committee is a committee 
of the Full Council and shall operate within the terms of reference set by Little Marlow Parish Council. 
2. Quorum  
The quorum of the Committee shall be three Members.  
3. Voting  
Only members of the Committee may vote at a meeting. In the case of an equal vote the Chairman shall have a 
second or casting vote.  
4. Co-option 
The Committee may co-opt any person who is not a member or officer of Little Marlow Parish Council and shall 
have no voting rights. Each appointment will be reviewed at the Annual Meeting of Council in May.  
5. Interests  
If a Member has a personal interest as defined by the Code of Contact adopted by the Parish Council then he/she 
shall declare such interest as soon as it becomes apparent, disclosing the nature and extent of the interest as 
required.  
N.B. If a Member who has declared an interest then considers the interest to be prejudicial, he/she must 
withdraw from the room during consideration of the agenda item to which the interest relates.  
6. Chairman and Vice Chairman  
The Chairman and Vice Chairman are to be elected annually by the Committee at their first meeting. 
7. Minutes  
All Minutes shall be open for inspection by any Member of the Public or Parish Council. 
8. Responsibilities  
The Committee is responsible for the Little Marlow Parish Council’s environmental strategy and shall consider 
all relevant environmental matters, providing a response to the full Parish Council as required. 
9. Procedures  
Meetings will be held on a quarterly basis. 
10. Terms of Reference 
To review the Terms of Reference of the Environment Committee at the first meeting of the Committee after 
the Annual Council Meeting of Council or when necessary and make appropriate recommendations to Full 
Council.  
11. Meeting Duration  
The Environment Committee meetings will be for a maximum duration of 2 hours, with any unfinished business 
being taken at the beginning of the next meeting. In exceptional circumstances, the meeting may be extended 
with a vote taken by Members.  
12. Specific Delegated Powers:  
a. To review and recommend environmental strategy to Full Council: strategy document to evolve.  Action plan 
to be created and rolled forward annually. 

b. To consider all Council matters that relate to environmental strategy. 

c. Working within the Financial Regulations of the Council, the Committee shall have powers to approve and 
determine expenditure within budgets controlled by the Committee. 



 

 

d. To work with South West Chilterns Community Board specific sub-group dedicated to environment and 
sustainability and other nominated outside bodies as required. 
13. Strategy: 
The aim of the Environment Committee and the Council’s environmental strategy shall be to promote and 
guide local decision-making in four key areas: 
a. Human impact: encourage energy efficiency and reduction of carbon usage 
b. Wildlife and nature: encourage regreening and increase in biodiversity and wildlife  
c. Provide internal guidance for Full Council on environmental issues 
d. Interface between Full Council and relevant external bodies. 
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