  LITTLE MARLOW PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th February 2017 at

Abbotsbrook Hall, Well End, Little Marlow commencing at 8.00pm
UNCONFIRMED

	Present:
Cllr V Brownridge (VB) – Chairman

Cllr V Morton (VM)

Cllr D Downes (JD)
Cllr G Fitchew (GF)
	Cllr A Falk (AF)
Cllr R Randall (RR)

Cllr P Emmett (PE)

	Mrs E Marsden Parish Clerk
	5 Members of the public present

	The Attendance Sheet was duly signed

	Minute Ref:
	Agenda Item
	Action

	563/17
	1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted for Parish Councillors Mash and Acres.
	

	564/17
	2.Declarations of interest – pecuniary or prejudicial 
Cllr Downes - Planning Application 17/05173/TPO Manor House as they are applicant.

Cllr Morton – Agenda Item19c – they are known to the parishioner. 
	

	565/17
	3. To approve Minutes of Full Council Meeting held on 17th January 2016
The Council RESOLVED to accept the minutes and they were duly signed by the Chairman.
	

	566/17
	4. To take Reports from those minutes for NOTE
JD gave an update on the Broadband provision to the village. Pump Lane North is going ahead.  To install into Westhorpe requires funding of £23K of which there may grants available but the speed has to be less than 3mgbs.
Still chasing BCC for confirmation of their contribution to LM Village.

Marlow Crushing – nothing more to report at present.

Plaque at Cemetery  nothing more to report at present

Mirror on the exit – nothing more to report at present.
JD Little Marlow School Working Party.  The school can’t use the area on the corner of the recreation ground for a new entrance so is exploring other options.  A new meeting of the group needs to be arranged.
	JD



	567/17
	5. Finance
To approve expenditure and Income report for January 2017.

It was RESOLVED to accept the financial report for January 17. 
Bank Accounts Totals – Jan 2017
Current Account             £ 8,999.99

Petty Cash:                     £     301.05

Reserves Account:         £44,078.87

Precept:                          £15,629.43

Full breakdown of each individual expenditure and income is available in Appendix 1 attached
b) Appointing Auditor for Internal Auditor.

It was RESOLVED to appoint Mr Donald Timms.


	

	568/17
	6. Planning Report

Applications received
App. No.

Location

Description

LMPC Comment

17/05383/CTREE
Recreation Ground Church Road Little Marlow 

Tree works as per schedule 

LMPC application

17/05385/CTREE
Abbotsbrook Hall Marlow Road Bourne End 

Crown reduction by 2 metres to Poplar tree, crown reduction of approx. 2 metres to level done before to Lime tree - to stop excess amount of debris falling onto vehicles and fell 1 x Cherry tree - low amenity value 

LMPC Application

17/05341/CTREE 

Langholme The Drive Bourne End 

Reduce lateral growth on east side of canopy by approx 1.5m to try and rebalance canopy of aysemetrical twin stem tree, reduce height by approx 1-2m cutting back to adequate to Robinia (ID#1) - lateral growth to reduce risk of failure and 0.5m to 1 m reduction in height and less than 0.5m to shape the canopy to provide formal shape to Holly (ID#4) 

LMPC Tree Comment

17/05388/CTREE 
Land Rear Of Thames Water Sewage Pumping Station The Drive Bourne End 

Prune back Willow Trees (T1, T2, T3, T4) to previous pruning level of 12 feet in height

LMPC Tree Comment

17/05327/HPDN
1 Abbeymead Elm Lane Bourne End 

Notification of proposed single storey rear extension; Depth extending from the original rear wall of 3.85 metres, a maximum height of 4 metres and an eaves height of 3 metres

No Comment
17/05287/CTREE
Corner House The Avenue Bourne End 

Pollard by 4M 2 x Sycamore Trees (T1 & T5) and pollard by 5M 3 x Ash Trees (T2, T3 & T4) 

LMPC Tree Comment

17/05220/CTREE
The Poplars Farm Road Bourne End 

Remove the two lowest limbs from over the neighbouring property from 1 x Cedar Tree (T1) 

LMPC Tree Comment

17/05184/CTREE 
The Old Vicarage Church Road Little Marlow 

Fell 1 x Yew Tree (T2) and fell 1 x unknown Tree (T1) 

The Parish Council has serious concerns regarding the amount of Yew trees which are being

felled on this property.

In regards to this application the documentation is unclear. We would ask that a program of replanting

these trees be considered
17/05173/TPO 
The Manor House Church Road Little Marlow 

Removal of all epicormic growth to 3m high to 1 x Lime (T1), removal of all epicormic growth to 3m high to 1 x Lime (T2), removal of all epicormic growth to 3m high to 1 x Lime (T3), removal of all epicormic growth to 3m high to 1 x Lime (T4) and removal of all epicormic growth to 3m high to 1 x Lime (T5) 

LMPC Tree Comment

17/05127/CTREE
Autumn Lodge Sailing Club Road Bourne End 

Reduce crown by 3m to 1 X Arbutus unedo (T1), reduce crown by 1m to 1 x Magnolia tree (T2), reduce height of 1 x Conifer tree (T3) and reduce crown of 1 x holly tree (T4) by 3m 

LMPC Tree Comment

17/05177/CTREE
Herons Mead The Drive Bourne End 

Remove 1 x Fir Tree (T1), remove 1 x Leylandii (T2) and remove 1 x Lawson Cypress (T3) 

LMPC Tree Comment

16/08209/FUL 
1 Well End Cottages Marlow Road Bourne End 

Householder application for construction of detached timber clad outbuilding ancillary to main dwelling (retrospective) 

The Parish Council has concerns regarding the size of this building and its proposed usage. 1 Well

End Cottages has no right of access to the rear of their property as there is a Right of Easement

fee which requires a Licence
17/05033/CTREE
Little Streams The Avenue Bourne End 

Fell one Ash Tree (T1) 

LMPC Tree Comment

17/05421/CTREE

Mallards The Avenue Bourne End SL8 5QY

Reduce, reshape and balance crown by 2.5m by cutting back to secondary branches to Horse Chestnut (T1), reduce, reshape and balance crown by 3m by cutting back to secondary branches to Sycamore (T2), reduce, reshape and balance crown by 1.5m by cutting back to secondary branches to Sorbus (T3), reduce, reshape and balance crowns by 1.5m by cutting back to secondary branches to 3 x Acers (T4, T5 & T6), reduce, reshape and balance crown by 1.8-2.4m by cutting back to secondary branches to Large Willow (T7), reduce, reshape and balance crown by 2.4m by cutting back to secondary branches to Cherry Tree (T8), reduce, reshape and balance crown by 3m by cutting back to secondary branches to Ash (T9) and fell 1 x Cedar (T10

It was agreed that Cllr Fitchew would have undertake a site visit.

It was NOTED that Alistair Cunningham – Senior Aboriculturist advised that a note of support after a TPO has been issued is very helpful to WDC.

Decisions
Case Ref:
16/08325/HP
Decision
Details Not Required to be Submitted
Date:
17/01/2017
Address:
1 Abbeymead Elm Lane Bourne End Buckinghamshire SL8 5PG 
Proposal:
Notification of proposed single storey rear extension; Depth extending from the original rear wall of 3.35 metres, a maximum height of 3.80 metres and an eaves height of 2.80 metres
Case 
16/08372/CTR
Decision:
Not to make a Tree 
Date
31/01/2017

Preservation Order
Address:
Abbey Way Sailing Club Road Bourne End Buckinghamshire SL8 5QS 
Proposal:
Reduce to 1m above ground level or fell to 1 x Ash Tree (T1)
Applicant
Mr Andrew Coppin
Agent:
Ward:
Flackwell Heath And Little 
Parish:
Little Marlow Parish Council
Case 
17/05007/MIN
Decision:
Application Permitted
Date
01/02/2017
Address:
Heronsgate The Avenue Bourne End Buckinghamshire SL8 5RD 
Proposal:
Proposed non-material amendment to permission for Householder application for construction of first floor extension to existing dwelling, 1 x dormer window and 1 x roof light, re-roofing of existing detached garage adding roof lights to existing games room, change of access to existing garage with relocation of drive and addition of gates granted under 16/06581/FUL
Applican
Mr Roger Grant
Agent:
Ward:
Flackwell Heath And Little 
Parish:
Little Marlow Parish Council

Case 
16/08296/LBC
Decision:
Application Permitted

Date
08/02/2017
Address:
The Coach House Church Road Little Marlow Buckinghamshire SL7 3RZ 
Proposal:
Listed Building application for conversion of existing garage to habitable rooms and 
insertion of  2 velux windows, replacement of garage doors with brick and flint wall
Applicant
Mr Jonathan Bravo
Agent:
Ward:
Flackwell Heath And Little 
Parish:
Little Marlow Parish Council

Case 
16/08394/TPO
Decision:
Application Permitted

Date
07/02/2017
Address:
The Sanctuary Abbotsbrook Bourne End Buckinghamshire SL8 5QS 
Proposal:
Crown reduce by half a metre, back to just past the old reduction points 1 x Horse Chestnut (T1)
Applicant
Mrs Ackland-Snow
Agent:
Andrea Nias
Ward:
Flackwell Heath And Little 
Parish:
Little Marlow Parish Council
Case Ref:
16/08513/FUL
Decision
Application Permitted
Date:
17/02/2017
Address:
Winchbottom Farm Winchbottom Lane Little Marlow Buckinghamshire HP10 9QF 
Proposal:
Conversion of Barns 1, 2 & 3 to create 1 x 6-bed dwelling with single storey glazed links from barn 1 to barn 2 & barn 2 to barn 3, roofspace (alternative scheme to PP/13/07009/FUL & 16/07502/FUL)
Case Ref:
16/08507/AD
Decision
Application Permitted
Date:
15/02/2017
Address:
Land Adj Fire Station Parkway Marlow Buckinghamshire SL7 1RA 
Proposal:
Display of 1 x non-illuminated free-standing signage
Case Ref:
17/05033/CTR
Decision
Not to make a Tree Preservation Order
Date:
15/02/2017
Address:
Little Streams The Avenue Bourne End Buckinghamshire SL8 5QY 
Proposal:
Fell one Ash Tree (T1)

	

	569/17
	7. The Pavilion & Rec Grd.

a) Decorating of the Pavilion - Community Payback Scheme
The Council RESOLVED to use the Community Pay Back Scheme to decorate the Pavilion.

b) Car Park Anti-social behaviour.

There have been reports of anti-social behaviour in the car park.  The Police have suggested a gate on the entrance.  After much discussion it was decided to distribute a notice reminding residents of calling either 101/999. JD to email residents advising them of this. Also the potential use of police literature advising residents on what to do when reporting nuisance behaviour.

There had also been an incident at the entrance to the Pavilion – it was RESOLVED to put a PIR light at the entrance.
	Clerk
JD

Clerk

	570/17
	8. Abbotsbrook Hall 

a) Decorating of the Abbotsbrook Hall - Community Payback Scheme
The Council RESOLVED to use the Community Pay Back Scheme to decorate the Abbotsbrook Hall.
b) Skip request at Abbotsbrook Hall

It was RESOLVED to allow the skip for a period two weeks for a surcharge of £50.

c) Maintenance of AB Hall 
All outstanding work at AB Hall will be completed in the Easter holidays.
d) Trees at Abbotsbrook Hall
The Council RESOLVED to pay 50% of the cost of the tree work in the Car Park by Well End Cottage.
	Clerk


	571/17
	9. Dog bins for NOTE.
The Clerk informed the Council that we were awaiting confirmation from WDC that dog bins can be installed in a Conservation Area.
	

	572/17
	10. Playground Inspections – confirmation of quotation for 2017/18
The Council RESOLVED to accept the quotation for ongoing quarterly inspections.
	

	573/17
	11. Thames Water Case for NOTE
A parishioner who had attended the court case gave a report.  Thames Water (TW) were found guilty and the fine imposed would be in the millions. Sentencing is scheduled for 17th March – though could be later.  The Environment Agency is encouraging affected companies, landowners, users of the river etc to seek compensation.  This has to be evidence based.

Cllr David Watson commented that would make sense to delay the TW Liaison Meeting until after the court proceedings have been concluded.
	

	574/17
	12. Website – Update on LMPC Website
The Website was nearly completed and it was RESOLVED to give notice to Mh-p Internet.  Technical information needs to be completed regarding domain names etc. 
The Council would like to record a note of thanks to Cllr Downes for all his hard work on this project.
	Clerk
JD /KA

	575/17
	13. Devolved Services 
a) Report of Expenditure for NOTE

This was NOTED.
	

	576/17
	14. Spade Oak Car Park
The Clerk reported that the Clerk had been successful in winning a grant.  The Clerk had liaised with residents about using the revenue to improve the car park surface.  This was NOTED.  Cllrs gave caution about a soak away due to the topography of the car park.  It was AGREED to have further discussions on the proposed work.
	

	577/17
	15. Burial Ground

a) Bell Mouth Improvements for NOTE

This work has been completed and is an improvement to the entrance in Sheepridge Lane.

b) Burial Trees – Quotes were received for the work recommended by the WDC Tree Officer.  It was RESOLVED to award to C G Tree Services. The clerk NOTED that the quotation was £250 above the budgeted amount but was the most cost effective quotation.  Work will commence the first week of April.

c) Memorial Stones update on repairs.  Quotes have been obtained and it was RESOLVED for J Hillsdon to undertake the necessary repairs.  This will be staggered throughout the spring and summer 2017.

d) Review of Burial Fees 2017/18

After reviewing costs of other local cemeteries, it was RESOLVED to have an RPI increase which would be rounded to the nearest £5.00.  It was commented that the Council should allow the reservation of plots. This has been referred to the Burial Ground Committee for discussion.

e) Permission from a Parishioner to erect a wooden Head Stone.

The Council RESOLVED to give permission to this parishioner.  All future requests for headstones which fall outside the Council regulations would be reviewed on a case by case basis.
	JD/RR/VB

Clerk

	578/17
	16. Spring Newsletter – notice of deadline and articles

The Clerk confirmed a deadline of 19th April 2017.

Articles suggested:

JD – Website

JD – Broadband – update

VB – August Fete

Clerk – APM

Thames Water Court Case 

Articles from local clubs will be invited to contribute.
	All

Cllrs

	579/17
	17. Reports from Meetings from Outside Bodies

a)Chepping Wycombe Local Area Forum

The Clerk attended the meeting.  There was a lot of discussion regarding the approved parking lines across a number of parishes.  BCC are proposing that the cost is divided up equally amongst the parishes due to the same amount of legal representation needed to alter the parking restrictions.  This was not universally accepted. It was NOTED that BCC need to look at requesting contributions from Councils in October when finances are being set for the following year.

A request from Cllr Carroll regarding proposed Chapman Lane safety improvements was referred as it needed to be discussed with LMPC first.  With permission of the Chairman – Agenda Item 19 b) was brought forward.  Cllr Watson gave details of the proposed project put forward by TfB based on the concerns of a resident.  The Council had concern that there was only one resident who had expressed a view that the road needed improvement.  They were not averse to making road safety improvements but felt more consultation with other residents was needed before this kind of expenditure could be approved.  Cllr Watson acknowledge the comments raised and will liaise accordingly and come back to the Council.
b) Modernising Local Government

Cllr Brownridge attended a briefing given by WDC on 22 February to update Town and Parish Councils on the four District Councils’ proposals for modernising local government in Bucks. The District Councils submitted their more detailed proposal for a 2 unitary authority in Bucks (in addition to the existing unitary of Milton Keynes) to the Secretary of State, Sajid Javed, on 17 January. They also then presented the proposals to him in person on 19 January. He has stated publicly that he is very impressed with the submission and has moved his decision date by 2 months, to late March, in order to be able to give it full consideration alongside Bucks CC’s bid for a one Unitary Authority. One of the main reasons for the 4 Councils favouring the two unitary approach is that North and South of Bucks are separated topographically by the Chilterns and form very different economic areas with different characteristics and needs. Aylesbury Vale and Milton Keynes are part of the Cambridge to Oxford Corridor while Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe are part of the Thames Valley and West of London economy. The full report which can be found on WDC’s website goes into detail about the economic and other benefits, including greater local accountability, a two unitary Council would bring. 

c) Marlow Society – didn’t attend meeting.
d) Practitioners Conference

The Clerk attended the Practitioners Conference and found it again a very worth while conference to attend.  Lots of interesting forum topics of which the majority were relevant to LMPC.

e) Marlow Community Forum

Cllr Brownridge represented the Council at a meeting of the Marlow Community Forum on 25 January. There were a couple of issues of interest to Little Marlow. Defibrillators are being put in 2 more phone boxes in Marlow, one in Station Approach and the other at Oak Tree Road. The limit of 3 tonnes on the Marlow Bridge is to be enforced by the police. They will be carrying out 90 minute slots of “education” for the next 6 weeks during which time overweight vehicles will be turned back. Following that time tickets will be issued for any vehicle over the limit.  Tom Kerridge’s “Pub in the Park” event in Higginson Park on 19-21st May is expected to generate a crowd of some 10,000 people in Marlow over that weekend. 
	

	580/17
	18. First Aid and Fire Marshall training

The Clerk and the Chairman will be attending First Aid Training on the 15th March to ensure HSE compliance.  The Clerk has obtained quotes regarding Fire Marshall training.  It was RESOLVED that the Fire Marshall training would include regular users of Abbotsbrook Hall and the Pavilion to make sure everyone has had training.
	

	581/17
	19.Correspondence.

a) Attendance at a Flood Conference. Cllr Downes would see if he was available.
c) Concern by a Parishioner parking on Church Road

Concern has been expressed regarding the cars parking on Church Road.  It is very narrow and when cars are parked there it could cause an obstruction to emergency vehicles such as the Fire Brigade Appliances.  The Council concluded that unfortunately there aren’t any parking restrictions to enforce.  It was suggested that a note would be useful on windscreen to remind residents.
	JD

	582/17
	20 Public Participation.
It was NOTED that the Kings Head was changing hands on the 1st of April.
Cllr Watson gave information that the Council Tax will be increasing.  An additional 4.6% from BCC primarily to meet Adult Social Care needs.  WDC is 0%.  Cllr Watson has asked for Well End Lodge to be considered by the Planning Committee.  Road surfacing work will be taking place at the Sheepridge Lane roundabout going towards Bourne End.

Cllrs suggested other areas in the parish which need considering are along Heath End Road – from Abbey Barn to Flackwell Heath.

Cllr Johncock informed the Council that the state of the roads was the result of poor utility upgrades.  

Parishioner informed the Council that they had met with contractors regarding the improvements to the Spade Oak Car Park.  It was requested to alter the parking spaces to provide additional spaces.  It was AGREED to add this to the April Agenda.
	

	583/17
	21.Confidential Items

None
	

	584/17
	22. Items to be included on the next Agenda
Consideration of providing new car parking spaces in Spade Oak Car Park.
Cllr Fitchew & Cllr Watson gave their apologies for the 11th April.
	Clerk

	585/17
	23. Dates of Future Meetings, 11th April 2017, 19th May (APM), 23rd May, 4th July
	

	There being no further business to be transacted the meeting was closed at 9.46pm


Abbreviations:

	LMPC
	Little Marlow Parish Council
	WDC 
	Wycombe District Council

	BCC
	Bucks County Council
	SLCC
	Society of Local Council Clerks

	CDC
	Chiltern District Council 
	WDALC
	Wycombe District Assoc. of Local Councils

	PCSO
	Police Community Support Officers
	ROW
	Rights of Way

	LAT
	TfB Local Area Technician 
	BALC
	Bucks Association of Local Councils

	LMRA
	Little Marlow Residents’ Assoc
	LGPS
	Local Government Pension Scheme

	VAS
	Vehicle Activated Sign
	LMLCP
	Little Marlow Lakes Country Partnership

	AVDC
	Aylesbury Vale District Council
	MK
	Milton Keynes 

	FoOV
	Future of our Village
	
	


Signed:

…………………………………………………………………

Chairman


Date:

…………………………………………………………………
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